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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 



1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendmen t filed on August 29. 2003 • 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 2 2-26. w h ich are renumbered as claim s 1 -5, respectively - 
3- ^ drawings filed on August 3 0, 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
(a) Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE- 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. _ 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL nnust be subnnitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachm nt(s) 

1Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3Q Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5^ Infonnation Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
/□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4Q Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8Q Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9n Other 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT/COMMENT 

I. Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. Authorization for this examiner's 
amendment was given in a telephone interview with C. Noel Kaman on October 29, 
2003. 

(i) Claim 25 has been amended to read as follows: 

25. An antigen binding fragment of the antibody of claim 22. 

(ii) Applicants are also advised that the title has been changed by informal Examiner's 
amendment to more accurately reflect the claimed invention. The title now reads: 
"Antibodies against a secreted polypeptide that stimulates release of proteoglycans 
from cartilage". 

II. Correction of Inventorship under 37C.F.R. § 1.48 

Applicants' request for correction of inventorship under 37C.F.R. § 1.48 (b) is 
granted. The inventorship in this nonprovisional application has been changed by the 
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deletion of Kevin P. Baker, David Botstein, Dan L. Eaton, Napoleone Ferrara, Mary E. 
Gerritsen, Kenneth J. Hillan, Ivar J. Kliavin, Mary A. Napier, Margaret Ann Roy, and 
Daniel Tumas. 

The application will be forwarded to the Office of Initial Patent Examination 
(OIPE) for issuance of a corrected filing receipt, and correction of the file jacket and 
PTO PALM data to reflect the inventorship as corrected. 

A processing fee ($130.00) set forth in §1.1 7(i) has been charged to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1925. 

III. Applicants' Amendment 

The amendment filed on August 29, 2003 has been entered in full. 

IV. Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

The references listed in the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
submitted on October 31 , 2003 have been considered by the Examiner. A fee ($180.00) 
set forth in §1.1 7(p) has been charged to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. 

V. Conclusion 

Claims 22-26 are allowed. Claims 22-26 are renumbered as claims 1-5, 
respectively. 
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VI. Advisory Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruixiang Li whose telephone number is (703) 306-0282. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yvonne Eyier, can be reached on (703) 308-6564. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 305-3014 or (703) 308-4242. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [yvonne.eyler@uspto.gov]. All internet e-mail 
communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO employees do not 
engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is 
more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0196. 



Ruixiang Li 
Examiner 
November 5, 2003 
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